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CHECKPOINTS ON THE BERLIN-HELMSTEDT AUTOBAHN (U) 

The enclosed Army Fact Sheet, dated 16 March 1959, together 
with its attachments (Appendices "A", "B'\ and "c") is circulated 
for information. 
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J. O. COBB, 

Jojjrt Secretariat. 
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ODCS OPS/OPS OD EME 

Lt Col G, W. Bailey/74094 

16 March 1959 



Subject: Checkpoints on the Berlin-Helmstedt -Autobahn (U) 

1. (U) The purpose of this action is to provide information 
on subject requested by the Director of Operations. 

2. (C) There is no detailed documentation on either the 
Soviet or East German checkpoints on the Berlin -Kelmatedt 
Autobahn. The following data is based on information provided 
by officers formerly stationed in Berlin and Lt Col White from 
the G3 Office, USAREUR: 

a. Location ; At the Berlin end, the Allied checkpoint is 
located in a finger of West Berlin Ju3t before the autobahn 
enters East Germany (see Incl 1).* The Soviet checkpoint is 
approximately 2 miles further down the autobahn inside East 
Germany. At the Helmstedt end, the Soviet checkpoint is on 
the East German side of the Aller (see Incl 2).** The U.S. 
checkpoint io Just across the bridge in West Germany^ 
approximately 80 yards away and in clear view of the Soviet 
checkpoint. 

b. Physical layout : The Soviet checkpoints are equipped 
with an office and/or police box as Indicated on Inclosures 
1 and 2. There is an iron bar gate (railroad crossing type) 
which is pivo;ed upward to permit passage of vehicles. 

c. Personnel : Normally the Soviet checkpoints are manned 
by approximately 4 Soviet personnel and 3 to 5 East Germans. 
The SovJ-cb are the control personnel who clear our vehicles 
and convoys. The Ea3t Germans perform the menial tasks 
incident to the checkpoint (i.e. - operate the gate). 
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d. Procedur e: Our vehicle or convoy drives up to the 
checkpoint and stops at the barrier (gate). The convoy 
commander identifies himself to the Soviet and states that 
he has a US military convoy of (number) vehicles and requests 
passage. If asked for, the convoy commander has available a 
trip ticket type order (also a Russian translation of same) 
indicating the number of vehicles and cargo in broad categories 
such as military supplies and equipment. General Hodes has 
been very definite in his exchange of messages with his 
Russian counterpart, General Zakharov, that we are not 
required to account for the exact items and/or amounts of 
materiel hauled. In addition, the convoy commander has the 
ID cards of each member of the convoy and a list of the 
personnel. If the Soviet asks to see a specific ID card, 
the convoy commander shows it to him. The Soviet is not 
permitted to match-up the ID card with an individual in person. 
The Soviet is not permitted to inspect the contents of our 
vehicles by opening closed flaps or climbing up onto or into 
the trucks body. After clearance, the convoy or vehicle 
continues to the opposite end of the autobahn where the same 
procedure occurs at the other Soviet checkpoint. If not 
cleared, our convoy commander Is Instructed to call on radio 
his base for instructions. A local protest is made. If 
protests do not suffice, our vehicle or convoy returns to 
base. 

e_. Documentation ; As mentioned above, the documentation 
used is similar to a trip ticket order for the movement 
listing contents (if a convoy) of our vehicles in broad 
terms as military equipment and supplies. (Russian 
translation, also). These orders are signed by specific 
personnel. The Soviets have been furnished the format of 
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the tripartite by agreed orders and facsimile signatures of 
the personnel that sign the orders. All ID cards are carried 
by the convoy commander and are shown if requested by the 
Soviet. 

3. (U) In addition to the Russian and Allied checkpoints 
mentioned above, there are also East German checkpoints at each 
end of the access route (see Incl 1* and 2**) and 3 East German 
police posts along the autobahn (see Incl 3***)- The East 
German checkpoint check West German and West Berlin traffic and 
collect road tolls. The East German checkpoints and/or police 
posts do not check Allied traffic. 



/s/ J. K. HIPPERT 
Colonel, GS 
Chief, EKE Division, ODCSOPS 
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* Appendix "A" 
** Appendix "B" 
** Appendix "C" 
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1. West Berlin (Allied) Checkpoint 

Oblong building with three rooms . 

The US, UK & France participate iu operating this W. Berlin 
chcci:point. 

US in room toward W. Berlin. 

Eritish & French in center. 

W. Berlinero in outer room. 

Personnel. : 1 or 2 US (Radio It phone connections vlth USCOB). 
1 BritiBh & French 
k - 6 Wect Berlinerc 

We3t Eerliner6 operate the checkpoint gate. 

West Berllners do not use the Autobahn apprach for relief 
and supply for this post but a bad: road through the "firmer" 
of W. Berlin. 

2. Soviet Checkpoint 

Square Re<L building (Russian office). 

Srialler square building abutting (E. German Room). 

Personnel : k Russians 

5 -7 E. Germans to operate gate and pirfona 
menial tasks. 

3- S. German Checkpoint 

Police box in middle of road vith gate across each lone. 
All E. German personnel ; 3 - 5- 
Check all W. German traffic and collect road tolls. 
Large depot type warehouse buildings on both sides of the 
Autobahn. 
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■j;ffflt (British) Checkpoint 

Oblong Building ooe waiting room. 

The US & French participate in operating thie British - W. German checkpoint. 

Rest Doom and office in one end. 
CTfice has police deck at which the US, UK & French checkpoint personnel sit. 
Other end of building has W. German office. Here there is a P.M. customs 
check made as you enter W. Gemany. 
Personnel : 2 - k British 

2 - k US - Communications with W. Berlin by radio & phone. 

2 cr 3 French 

h - 6 M. German 

Soviet Checkpoint 



EAST GERMANY 



Allied Checkpoint (operutcii i 



snail red police box in center of road (two rooms). 
A "ate acroae each lane 

A vaitinc room and inner office. 
Personnel : normally k Russians in the. building 
E. Germans operating the gates 

E. German Checkpoint 

Police bo:: in center of road. Gate across each lane. 

All E. Ger man personnel : 5 - (including women In uniform). 

Check all W. German traffic and collect road tolls. 

Lirge depot type warehouse buildings on both Gides of the Autobahn, 
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E. German Police Chcdcpointo: 

In addition to the E. German Checkpointo at Berlin and Helmstedt, there ore 3 E. German 
police Checkpointo (25 miles W. of Berlin, 60 miles W. of Berlin - at the Elbe River, and 
20 miles E. of Helrastedt). (Ho harriers - juGt stop Gigns for E. & W. German traffic). 
These E. German checkpoints are all in communication with each other. 







